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CONFIDENTIAL LA PAZ 0648 
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TAGS: PINT, PGOV, BL, Cl 

SUBJECT: SILES ZUAZO IS EXILED TO CHILE 

REF: LA PAZ 0441 

1. EX-PRESIDENT HERNAN SILES ZUAZO WAS EXILED TO 
ARICA, CHILE ON A BOLIVIAN MILITARY TRANSPORT PLANE 
JANUARY 24, TOGETHER WITH THIRTEEN OTHER SUSPECTED 
PLOTTERS. AMONG THE THIRTEEN WERE RENE JORDAN PANDO, 
BROTHER OF EXILED MNR POLITICIAN ROBERTO JORDAN PANDO, 

AS WELL AS FEDERICO ALVEREZ PLATA, SON OF THE MNR 
EXILE OF THE SAME NAME. NONE OF THE NEW GROUP OF 
EXTT.F.S. APART FROM SILES HIMSELF, IS A WELL-KNOWN 
FIGURE IN BOLIVIAN POLITICAL LIFE. NEWSPAPER REPORTS 

ON THE EXILING OF SILES INDICATE THAT HE PLANS TO TAKE 
UP AT LEAST TEMPORARY RESIDENCE IN SANTIAGO. 

2. COMMENT: THE SILES INCIDENT, FROM THE FIRST RUMORS OF 
HIS CLANDESTINE ENTRY INTO BOLIVIA IN DECEM- 
BER TO HIS CAPTURE BY SECURITY FORCES IN MID 
JANUARY AND SUBSEQUENT EXILING, GAVE RISE TO A WIDE 
DIVERSITY OF POLITICAL COMMENTARY IN LA PAZ. SOME 
POLITICAL OBSERVERS CLAIM THAT THE INCIDENT HAS BEEN 
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THE CAPACITY OF THE GOB'S SECURITY FORCES AND THE REALITY 
OF THE GOVERNMENT'S FREQUENT CHARGES OF LEFTIST 
CONSPIRATORIAL ACTIVITY. AT THE SAME TIME, OTHER 
SOURCES BELIEVE THAT THE BANZER REGIME HAS ONLY DAMAGED 
ITS LONG-TERM PROSPECTS BY GIVING EXTENSIVE PUBLICITY 
TO SILES' PRESENCE, INCLUDING A BED-SIDE PRESS INTERVIEW 
WITH SILES WHILE HE WAS CARRYING OUT A HUNGER STRIKE IN 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. OPINION IS ALSO DIVIDED AS TO 
THE DEGREE OF SERIOUSNESS TO BE ATTACHED TO THE PLOTTING 
ACTIVITY BEING CARRIED OUT BY SILES. AND ALTHOUGH THERE 
IS A VIRTUAL CONSENSUS THAT THE GOB HAS OVERCOME THE MOST 
SERIOUS OF ITS IMMEDIATE DIFFICULTIES, WITH THE DEPARTURE 
OF SILES AND THE RECENT RESOLUTION OF A 13-DAY MINE- 
WORKERS STRIKE (SEE SEPTEL), FEW BOLIVIAN POLITICIANS 
WOULD DOUBT THAT SILES WILL RESUME ACTIVE PLOTTING 
AGAINST THE PRESENT BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENT ONCE HE HAS 
RECOVERED FROM HIS RECENT SETBACK. 
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